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Pee Wee hockey players from the St. Ignace West US-2 Shell team hoist the 2009 "Bridge Brawl" trophy after winning the eight-game
weekend tournament in St. Ignace the weekend of Friday, November 6, through Sunday, November 8. The tournament, which brings visit-
ing teams to town and also features local youth teams, is part of a larger "Battle at the Bridge" tournament series. Squirt and Bantam divi-
sions will host similar tournaments in December, and the Mites will hold a tournament in March.

St. Ignace Team Skates Away With ‘Bridge Brawl’ Victory

By Emily Lawler
Capital News Service, 

Michigan State University 
School of Journalism 

Look for more carpool lots in the
Upper Peninsula on the 2010 state
road map.

The state added four carpool lots
in the Upper Peninsula this summer
and fall, according to Niles Annelin,
car pool lot coordinator for the
Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation (MDOT). And U.P. residents
are becoming more interested in the
option.

"They have generally a longer
travel distance between jobs, so
theres definitely a need for carpool
lots in the U.P.," said Mr. Annelin.

The state implemented a carpool
program in 1974 in an effort to
decrease oil dependence, according
to MDOT.

In 2007, state commuters saved
$9.4 million in gasoline through the
carpooling system. According to Mr.
Annelin, use of the lots hasnt
changed much in recent years.

"We saw a large increase when
gas was $4 a gallon, and it hasnt

dropped off since then," he said.
This year, lots opened in

Watersmeet, Rapid River, Harvey,
and Ishpeming, but its unclear if any
will be added in 2010.

The state highway department
has seven regional offices that track
local commuting patterns. From
there, the department figures out
where lots should go based on lines
of travel.

Thats how Jacks Super Serv, a
grocery store in Harvey, became one
of the new sites.

"They came to us," said Mike

Schwemin, vice president of Jacks
Foods.

Jacks Super Serv isnt paid for
hosting the lot but the state main-
tains its part of the parking lot,
which Mr. Schwemin estimates at
24 spaces.

"They pay a portion of the snow-
plowing," said Mr. Schwemin. "For
their portion it runs about $1,500 to
$2,000 a year."

The state also paid to have its
section re-striped and sealed this
summer and to mark the area with
official signs.

Corrections officers who work at
a nearby prison use the carpool lot,
Mr. Schwemin said, and hes seen
increased business because of it.

"I know when their shift changes
because there are a bunch of gray
uniforms in here," he said.

According to John Cordell, pub-
lic information officer for the
Department of Corrections, that isnt
a system-wide practice, but the
department encourages its employ-
ees to carpool.

"We do support carpool and
MichiVan, which is a van rental

service," Mr. Cordell said.
MichiVan, a private company

based in Farmington Hills under
contract with the state, doesnt oper-
ate in the U.P. The farthest north it
reaches is Tuscola and Sanilac coun-
ties.

"Weve tried to get vans started in
the U.P. over the years. At times
theres been interest, but weve never
gotten anything started," said
Michelle Romano Rockwood, an
office manager with the company.

Thirty-five of the states 235 car-
pool lots are in the U.P.

Long Commutes, High Gas Prices Spur State to Increase Upper Peninsula Carpool Lots

Honor Roll Students Announced

Peterson, Sarah Smith*, Paige
Williams, Lisa Worden.

8th Grade: Holly Beaudoin,
Lindsey Blair*, Anesa Collier, Chase
DeKeyser, Martin Donajkowski, Joe
Fullerton, Ellis Graham*, Brad
Gustafson*, Kristi Gustafson*, Jesse
Halberg, Emily Hinsman*, Rebecca
LaLonde*, Morgan LaVake*, Josh
Lennington, Brianna LuHellier,
Michaela Miller, Taylor Severance,
Andrew Sjogren*, Jacob Sjogren*,
Madeline Smith, Savannah Smith,
Gavin St. Onge*, Kelsey Will*, Kyle
Winkelman.

*Denotes all A’s

LaSalle High School
First Quarter

9th Grade: William Bentgen,
Richard Bentley, Haillee Brown,
Marina Brown*, Kasey Bunker,
Brooklyn Chambers, Dorothy Chargo,
Sarah Cullip*, Benjamin Damron,
Brennan Danielson, Christopher
Dumas*, Trenton Erskine, James
Goudreau, Zachary Harrington,
Alyssa Harrison, Autumn Huskey,
Kurt King, Shelby Litzner, Zackary
Major, Brandon Marshall, Bridgette
Matycich, Trevor Metz, Dane
Mortensen, Theodore Orm*, Edmund
Ostman*, Molly Paquin*, Sophie
Peters, Kayla Peterson, Rachel
Shampine, Jaici Shiemke*, Parker
Simmons, Molly Sposito*, Curtis St.
Louis, Molly Sweeney, Cody
Therrian, Galloway Thurston*.

10th Grade: Analisa Anderson,
Corey Beaudoin, Taylor Becker*,
Dylan Brown, Ashley Campbell,

Lynette Colegrove, Michaela Cope,
Bethany Davis, Austin Downey, John
Eby, Cyleb Feldman*, Kacey
Fitzpatrick*, Lauren Goldthorpe, Eric
Hepker, Benjamin Idalski*, Cassandra
Leveille, Torie Litzner*, Lori
Luepnitz*, Ryan Marshall, Casey
McKee, Jeffry Misner, Nathan
Montie, Lawrence O’Boyle, Bennett
Paul, Andrea Perry, Louis Radecki*,
Joseph Snowaert*, Patrick Sweeney*,
Alexa Thibault*, Levi Thompson,
Kelly Worden.

11th Grade: Cierra Barker,
Heather Beaudoin*, Jessica Bentley,
Abigail Chambers, Cole Christiansen,
Immanuel Davis, Nicole Elmblad*,
Raleigh Harrington*, Annemarie
Horn, Carl Ingalls*, Mikaela Kelly,
Caleb Litzner*, Brooke Mattila,
Christopher Moran, Corey Nelson*,
William Pechta, Grant Simmons*,
Amber St. Andrew, Anna St. Andrew,
Austin St. Louis, Cody Swagger,
Rachel Therrian*, Lucas Thurston,
Grace Wheeler.

12th Grade: Eric Barthelemy,
Jacob Brown, Chelsea Cowell,
Stephanie Damron, Amanda Dixon,
Amara Ellis, John Evashevski, Evan
Everson*, Kara Fitzpatrick, Shea
Fitzpatrick*, Danielle Ford, Kaitlyn
Garries*, Lacy Giacherio, Kevin
Guillard, Emily Hepker, Mallory
LaLonde, Kathryn LaTour*, Eric
Lenoir*, Kali Marshall, Kimberly
Massaway, Gerrit Mortensen*, Dane
Norburn, Kristen Olsen, Samantha
Radecki, Dana Schieding, Holly
Smith*, Daniel St. Onge, Chelsea
Swope*, Christina Therrian.

*Denotes all A’s 

Honor Roll: From page 18
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[Ron] Wallin informs that dredging
for the "Welcome" dock has been
completed an the Mackinac Island
State Park Commission pans to
launch the vessel in the spring.

•••
The red carpet treatment for

Christmas shoppers in St. Ignace
area is part of the "promotional game
plan" of the area's retail merchants. .
. . 

Mackinac Island-Mackinaw City
Day is December 15.

That's the day that part of the
transportation cost to reach St.
Ignace is paid by St. Ignace mer-
chants. For Islanders, a $2 refund
awaits them when they present a
coupon given them at the boat dock.
For those crossing the bridge, a
$1.50 refund will be given by mer-
chants for their bridge receipt.

•••
Salaries going back to 1975,

totaling $17,500, were paid to the
Mackinac County Commissioners in
their last month's meeting.

The money represents the salary
increases the commissioners set for
themselves December 11, 1974, but
suspended two months later,
February 13, 1975 pending answer
from the attorney general to whether
their action had followed proper
legal procedures.

The salary boosts that year was
from $600 a year for each commis-
sioner, except to the chairman, to
$1,200 a year. For the chairman the
increase was from $700 a year to
$1,800 a year.

30 YEARS AGO
The Weekly Wave
December 6, 1979

Citizens turned out to support the
development of a public access site
on Park Avenue at a special meeting
called by lark Township on Monday,
December 3.

The township plans to develop
the site for more convenient access
by ice fishermen to the lake and for
additional day parking. The public

access is at the end of Park Avenue,
at the entrance gate to the Woodland
Park subdivision.

•••
Don and Joan Patrick have

opened their new Wool N' Down
Shop building in Cedarville, provid-
ing expanded display and sales space
for the clothing store and creating a
pleasant shopping atmosphere.

The new 40-foot by 60-foot
building, across M-134 from the old
Red Owl building, was built this fall
by Frank Taylor, who is leasing to
the Patricks.

“I was 37 and weighed 
more than 300 pounds. I 
knew where I was headed. 
I put Dr. Featherstone 
right up there with my 
family and God. 
He truly did 
save my life.”

–Shelley Heinz,  

  Traverse City 

  (pictured)

Obesity is one of the leading causes of unnecessary death 
in the United States. Behind the statistics are real men and 
women who struggle daily with the physical and emotional 
distress of being dangerously obese. Surgical procedures 
for weight loss are not for everyone, but are dramatically 
improving the lives of some people. 

To learn more, join us for an informational seminar about 
the surgical options available at Munson Medical Center.

Bariatric Surgery Educational Seminars 
October 13 November 3 December 8

Seminars are held from 6 - 8 pm in the basement level at 
Munson Medical Center in Conference Rooms 1-3. For more 
information or to register, please call (231) 935-8900 or 
visit munsonhealthcare.org/bariatrics.

Surgical Options  
for Weight Loss
Presented by Grand Traverse Surgery, PC and Munson Medical 
Center, an OHIP Approved Provider for Bariatric Surgery

munsonhealthcare.org
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Looking Back: From page 22

By Jonathan Eppley
Throughout the history of the

Great Lakes, there have been
many types of dedicated onlook-
ers keeping a watchful eye for
lake-going vessels to ensure their
crews' safety in all types of
weather. Lighthouse keepers, har-
bormasters, and passage keepers
are just some of the many nauti-
cal caretakers who have helped
vessels avoid maritime accidents.

Modern navigational equip-
ment and instruments, however,
have made such jobs, and their
long maritime tradition, all but
obsolete. Around the Great
Lakes, many lighthouses and
permanent buoys have been pre-
served for their beauty and to
pay tribute to these once crucial
jobs. 

In DeTour Village, Bonnie
and Larry Schlink honor the
memory of those workers and
their commitment to nautical
safety with a 15-foot-tall wooden
statue in their front yard. The
couple commissioned chainsaw
artist Edwin Lafayette to carve
The Passage Keeper statue out of
a dying cottonwood tree. The
Keeper watches out for all ships
passing between DeTour Village
and Drummond Island.

When the couple moved to
their home across from the state
public dock on Ontario Street in
2006, a 125-feet-tall cottonwood
tree was in the front yard. The
tree, which is claimed to have
been one of the oldest trees in the

village, was struck by lightning
the previous year and was barely
surviving. The Schlinks tried to
keep the tree alive, but ultimate-
ly it had to be cut down.

"It was a big tree. We hated to
see it go," Mrs. Schlink said.
"You'd be out on the water look-
ing toward DeTour and that tree
stood above everything else." 

Instead of removing the tree
completely, they decided to con-
vert the trunk into The Passage
Keeper statue. It took Paradise
chainsaw artist Mr. Lafayette six
weeks in the spring of 2007 to
complete the statue, which has
since been photographed by hun-
dreds of tourists and is even fea-
tured on local postcards. 

"I would say at least 200 peo-
ple stop to take pictures of it
every year," Mrs. Schlink said.
"There are a lot of people that
just pull over to the side of the
road and take pictures."

The Schlinks can see every
boat that passes through the
straits from their home and they
said the statue is large enough
for boats, including freighters, to
see it from the water as they pass
by. 

The statue is of a bearded man
standing with one leg perched up
on a rock, gazing out over the
water. His right arm, which is
carved out of the original tree
branch, is holding a lantern over
his head. In his left hand is a
rope attached to an anchor that
lies at his feet. The statue is all

one piece, Mrs. Schlink said,
except for the lantern, which was
carved out of another piece of
the tree. The couple wants to
install a solar-powered light
inside the lantern someday. 

While carving, Mr. Lafayette
used scaffolding to start at the
top, Mrs. Schlink said, and
worked his way down, keeping
the old man properly propor-
tioned as he went. She said he
used five  chainsaws of different
sizes to carve the statue. Each
year, the statue is  re-covered in
varnish to protect it from the ele-
ments. 

"The sheer volume and size
[of the statue], he had never done
anything this large before," she
said about the artist. "Edwin did
a marvelous job on him."

The couple, originally from
Pinconning, vacationed in De -
Tour for more than 20 years
before moving there three years
ago. Since that time, they said
many DeTour residents have told
them how much they enjoy the
statue, as well as stories about
playing near that tree when they
were young. 

"Most people probably would
have just taken the tree right
down to the ground and that
would be the end of it. It'd been
here for so long that we felt
something should honor that
tree," Mrs. Schlink said. "If he
could talk, I'm sure he would
have told us some marvelous
things."

DeTour Passage Keeper Statue Has
Become Community Landmark

At left: The Passage Keeper statue in DeTour Village was carved out of a cottonwood tree with chain-
saws. It has become a local landmark, and draws many visitors taking photographs. Owners Larry and
Bonnie Schlink pose with statue in their front yard on Ontario Street across from the state marina.

The Hiawatha Shore-to-Shore
chapter of the North Country Trail
Association is hosting a hike
Saturday, December 12, at 9 a.m.
at the North Country Trail cross-
ing on East Lake Road. Parti -
cipants are asked to bring a

potluck dish. The hike will be
along the base of the Niagara
Escarpment.

For more information, contact
Charlene at kcmld@lighthouse.net
or Stan and Kay at (989) 350-
2826.

The
GOLD MINE

280 N. State Street, St. Ignace • (906) 643-7001
Open Mon. - Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

50%
to

70%
OFF

All
Diamond
Jewelry

&&

FRED’S 
PUBFerry Lane, St. Ignace 

906-643-8476

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials • Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials • Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
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Open
Daily

Friday Night Happy HourFriday Night Happy Hour
SPECIAL DRINK AND
BOWLING PRICES 9 p.m. - Midnight 

9 PIN NO. TAP
WHEN A RED PIN

LANDS IN THE HEAD
PIN SPOT, GET A

STRIKE AND...
RECEIVE A TICKET TO

ENTER A DRAWING FOR
A 3 DAY, 2 NIGHT

STAY IN LAS VEGAS!!!
DRAWING MARCH 26, 2010

MUST BE 18 OR OLDER
17 & Under Will Receive a Consolation Prize

North Country Trail Hike Is December 12

Two caregiver support groups
will meet in December. The Les
Cheneaux Caregivers Support
Group will meet at the Les
Cheneaux Community Library in
Cedarville Thursday, December
10, at 4:30 p.m. 

In Sault Ste. Marie, the
Caregiver Support Group will
meet in the second floor confer-
ence room at the Avery Square
Center Wednesday, December 30,
at 2 p.m.

Caregiver Support
Groups Will Meet 
Twice in December


