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MDOT Promises To Pay Catastrophic Claims in Move To Self-insure Mackinac Bridge

Bridge: From page 1

From the time of the bridge's
construction in 1956, the trust
indenture held the MBA to certain
requirements, including carrying
commercial insurance. When the
bonds were paid off in 1986, this
rule was extended by a task force
that recommended the MBA con-
tinue to carry insurance.

The strategy was recently called
into question, however, by a risk
assessment completed by the
Michigan Department of Man-
agement and Budget, which rec-
ommended the MBA drop its
insurance because of the low rate
of return.

State legislation was signed in

June allowing the bridge authority
to self-insure instead of purchasing
insurance through a commercial
insurance provider. The MBA
approved the plan at its July 10
meeting and made the switch in
September.

The bridge is now setting aside
$200,000 each year until the insur-
ance fund reaches $1 million. This
fund will be replenished to $1 mil-
lion each time a claim draws
money from it.

The Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) entered
into an agreement with the bridge,
where any claim under $1 million
will be covered from the bridge's
insurance fund and any catastroph-
ic claim over $1 million will be

covered by MDOT.

After the terrorist attacks
September 11, 2001, the insurance
premiums for the bridge increased
from $200,000 a year to about $1
million, while coverage was
reduced from $300 million to $100

year.

switched to

Self-insurance was one of the
money-saving strategies that for-

self-insurance in
September and estimates it will
recover $250,000 in savings each

attempted to take control

MBA. It was also a strategy
Michigan
Department of Natural Resources

employed by the

mer MDOT Director Gloria Jeff
proposed in 2005 when she

to insure the museum at the Father
Jacques Marquette  National
Memorial in St. Ignace, which
subsequently burned to the ground
and was never rebuilt because the
funds to do so were not available.

of the

million and was eliminated in the

St. Ignace Bowling League Action

event of terrorist attacks.

Mackinac Bridge Authority
Chairman William Gnodtke said
supplemental terrorism coverage
would have increased premiums
by a third.

"We feel comfortable that we
are protected as a stakeholder," Mr.
Gnodtke said at the MBA meeting
in St. Ignace Friday, December 4.

The MBA estimates that it has
saved about $50,000 since it

Splits:

Bluewater League

News Crew 57, Gateway Lanes 46, Mackinaw
Trolley 45, Northern Bells 42, Gerry’s Beauty Shop 40,
Bessie’s Pasties 39, Quality Inn 33-1/2, Apollo Home
Mortgage 33-1/2.

HTGs:

News Crew 641/1745; HIG: Lois Hamel
209; HIS: Wendy Colegrove 521.
200s: Lois Hamel 209, Wendy Colegrove 200.
500s: Wendy Colegrove 521, Lois Hamel 519.
Judy Orriss,
Soderlund 3-10, Lana Lennington 4-5-7, Jan Nye 5-7,
Tina Becker 9-10, Sheri Edwards 9-10, 5-8-10.

Grille 47,

National League

Star Line 59, Gateway Lanes 54, Timmy Lee’s Pub
51, Michelob Ultra 50,k Clyde’s Drive In 47, Mackinac

Zodiac Party Store 38, Team Gutterball 18.

HTG/s: Timmy Lee’s Pub 927/2635; HIG/s: Ralph

600s:

Splits:

Brenda St. Onge, Marj

10.

Colegrove 254/648.

Ralph Colegrove 648, Earl Harmon 623,

Trestin Fogelsonger 600.

Jimmy Orriss, Keith Grogan 3-10, Ryan

Green 3-10, 2-4-10, Chris Barker 5-10, Craig Skutt 2-

Gros Cap School Holiday Program

Friday, Dec. 11 » 1:30 p.m.

Ladies’
Saturday, Dec. 12

Shopping Day

St.

Pancake Dinner & Pictures with Santa
Wednesday, Dec. 16 * 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Ignace PTO

McDonald’s Restaurant

Send a

Check your list and write a letter to Santa!
Santa’s Mailbox will be available at City Hall

Letter to Santa -

Ignace

St. Ignace Public Library Movie Night
Saturday, Dec. 19 ¢ 1:00 p.m.
FREE Movie & Refreshments
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St. Ignace PTO Wii Game System Raffle Drawing

Thursday, Dec. 17 * 7:30 p.m.
St. Ignace Middle School

St.
Elementary & Middle School
Programs

Thursday, Dec. 17 * 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Shopping Day
Saturday, Dec. 19

| Ladies’ Shopping Day |
Grear Toor Evenrt!
30" OFF Hanbp TooLs
20" OFF Power TooLs

A

Hardwaré"

Sin up for our
Weekly Drawing!

$10 Gift Card
OPEN 24 HOURS

Beer » Wine » Gas
Lotto

Hunting & Fishing Supplies!
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Dec. 1- 16
Christmas SALE!
Sheep Skin Slippers * Jim Shore St Ignace Museum Of
D Wb e Greenhouse™ Ojibwa Culture
Checkogcisgs N; Webkinz! and Florist
ut Our New inz!
i % O
Draw Your Discount Cagdle.Centezglsiges 20 / (o) F F
% % / / |n
’ 50 e e Thursday, Dec. 10"
U [ Custom Made Wreaths Friday, Dec. 11
H Wrapping o p\ Prfr(nium Saturday, Dec. 12t
. ’g % fff;iﬁfgzy l;'f,:.l Poinsettias Holiday Hours: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
*~ AV Tgdy, Hours | 643-9480 500 North State Street, St. Ignace
(kB 720 www.stignacegreenhouseandflorist.com 906-643-9161

198 N. State St

7 S. State Street - St. Ignace

West U.S. 2 » St. Ignace
906-643-7770
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Dec. 14* & 21 so1 T3 . -
. . 112 South Siae Steel For the Special Little Ones | Buy a $20 Gift Certificate
While Supplies Last 3 Ign:cz “ | Dec 7% Winner 25 % OF F In Your Lif s
Layaway Available! 643-772% Lisa Winkelman C h Your LITe... and Get §5 Free
: : All
A ' ’ . ‘ Open9to6 Mon.thruFri. | Lots of Christmas aos 6s =3 20% 0.FF C/ PI&@ 277 N‘ State St’
CLOSED items in stockl of Wine *‘? Storewide ) ;1:@ v oGt Ignace
"I e gvoys, Cards, Gifts, Mix & Match Baby Apparel * Gifts  Accessories i '
Closing at 1 p.m. on rapping paper, o | e
/ st 643-7000 ChrislmasEgve,ThrLrs.DecM"1 Decorstri)on%gli/lore! The Wlnery N, Oh, Baby Baby ol L T 643.0300
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107 Bov. Elec. Fireb] food item for a chance to SMOKEDf;I:URKEYs e St. ghace News
i, e Frplces |7 SIGN UP TO
Miller Clocks and More! $5 O O O O Full Selection of PLUMBING .
N Smoked and Fresh Fish! HEATING & COOLING 1-Year Subscription
Candy Cane Sale SHOPPING P -rz x| WeShip Anywhere in Michigan N5 ELLIOT 643-9595 ST. IGNACE Give It As a Gift,
SRR REL
Save Up To20%  |SPREE ¥~ 8% “SEASON OF GIVING® | Extend or Start Your
; ; . . Bring in a non-perishable food item whn Subscription
) ' Flrst N atl Onal B ank and ggégr to win a December jZ“I‘Z:ra(;v;rlilng Winner:
” Open through New Year’s wy .
. ! . ] SHOPPING PLUMBERYS® | Drawing to be held December 14
20 First Street, St. Ignace - (906) 643-7751 Of St |gnaC9 O O rheer oy tonmce. *®| "GPREE  romemememm— 359 Reagon Street
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Season of Giving” $500 Shopping Spree e
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Donate one Non-perishable Food Item at These Participating Businesses large | ‘
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Ace Hardware, Arnold Transit Company, B.C. Pizza, Belonga’s Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Bentley’s B-n-L Cafg,
Brown & Brown, Central Savings Bank, Colonal House Inn, Dockside Gallery, Driftwood Restaurant & Motel,
First National Bank of St. Ignace, Gold Mine, Harrington’s, Lakefront Electronics, Lynn Auto Parts,
Mackinac Straits Area Photography, Mackinac Properties, RadioShack/Marine Center, Show Gifts, Straits Building Center
St. Ignace Greenhouse & Florist, The Locker Room, The Pavillion Shops, The St. Ignace News, St. Ignace True Value Hardware,
Victorian Village, Village Inn, Whiteside Abstract & Title Agency
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Christmas Gift Packs!
Zodiac Party Store

West US-2 < St. lgnace = 643-8643  Open Daily

S§t. Ignace Do-it Center

643-8363
Drawing to be held Dec. 18" at 3 p.m.




