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By Michael Ayala
Injecting ash trees with insecti-

cide is an effective way to control
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB),
Brenda Owen, site coordinator of
the EAB Slowing Ash Mortality
project, told The St. Ignace News
Friday, January 15. According to
her team's 2009 research, borers
that eat any part of the injected
tree die quickly.

About 229 ash trees were
injected in St. Ignace and Moran
Township in 2009. The work to
study the insects will continue
here for two more years, owing to
a newly received federal grant,
and 15 more people will be hired
for the project this spring. 

In last year's study, injected
trees were girdled to attract the
insects to the ash. Girdling stress-
es the trees, which releases chem-
icals that draws the insects. Each
treated tree was cut down and its
bark stripped in search of borer
larvae. None of the ash trees
showed signs of infestation by
October, the end of the project
season. 

"It worked in 100% of the
applications," Mrs. Owen said.

The results show injecting
healthy trees in urban areas can
protect them from the invasive
insect. While effective in cities
and towns, it would be less useful
in large rural areas, she said.
Treatment can be costly when
travel and labor costs are consid-
ered.

The project also revealed erad-
icating ash does nothing to kill the
beetle, she said. It stands to rea-
son destroying the bug's food
source should eliminate it, as
well, but researchers have found it
forces the borer to travel and
infest other areas, instead.

"To a certain extent [destroy-
ing ash trees] accelerated its
movement," Mrs. Owen said.

Some techniques used to slow
the infestation in lightly forested
ash strands have proven useful.
Making "sink" trees by girdling
several trees in a small area
draws the ash borers and restricts
their movement to other areas.

"It's like leaving a bowl of ice
cream on a table in a kindergarten
room, it draws them in," Mrs.
Owen said. Researchers used the
technique to confine movement of
the insect.

The insect cannot be completely
destroyed, she said, but this research
project has developed many ways to
manage it, she said.

"We're not going to eradicate
the Emerald Ash Borer. It's not
going away," she said.

In 2010, research will continue
on how to slow the pest's move-
ment. The project will also focus
on remaining healthy stands of
ash trees and how long owners
have to harvest them before the
borer reaches them. Project mem-
bers will continue to place the
sticky purple traps in trees around
the area this year. Research would
have been difficult last year, had it
not been for the cooperation of
ash owners in Moran and St.
Ignace, Mrs. Owen noted.

Borers Found in New Areas
Four new ash borer larvae

were found inside the St. Ignace
area. One was discovered inside
Straits State Park, two outside of
the park, and one inside the city
of St. Ignace. New borers were
found in Moran, as well. No new
infestations were found in down-
town St. Ignace, which is among
the locations where researchers
used purple traps. 

Residents should not be
alarmed by the new detections,
Mrs. Owen said, as the insects
are traveling at a much slower
rate than in other areas. Using
firewood where it was cut and
not moving it into different zones
has greatly prevented the borer's
movement, she said. Infestations
may be found in  firewood, and
moving it to different locations
can exacerbate the problem. In-
jecting trees and creating sinks
will also help.

Project Focus Expands
The  project will expand into

Garden Corners and Calumet and
its surrounding areas, owing to a
$2.2 million American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act grant. The
grant will enable the project to
continue in St. Ignace and Moran
Township for two more years. 

Up to 15 people will be hired
in April, Mrs. Owen said. The
openings will be advertised.

EAB Research Program To Continue at St. Ignace

Twenty queen bed sets, 15
armoires, mirrors, tables, and
two industrial laundry baskets
were donated by Kewadin
Casino in Sault Ste. Marie to St.
Ignace Area Hope Wednesday,
January 6. "We found out about
the donation one night, and the
next morning we were in the
Sault picking it up," said Connie
Litzner, operations administra-
tor with Area Hope. "We are in
such need for donations like this
it will really help us out. It came
right at a time of need, too." The
items came from the casinos
hotel, which is being updated.
Donations also were made to the
Sault Tribe’s Anishnabek Com-
munity & Family Services. "Any
time we have extra items like
these that are in good shape, we
call area agencies we know who
need them," said John Cleary,
executive housekeeper. "It feels
great to help out in that way and
to know our items will be used
by someone who needs it."
Unloading items are Herb
Brown (left) and Justin Litzner.
(Kewadin Casino photograph)

Sault Casino Donates to Area Hope

It certainly has been a mild
month of January, with higher than
normal temperatures and very little
snow. There is a lot of green grass
appearing. The Straits of Mackinac
is filled with floating ice, but it
certainly has not been cold enough
to form an ice bridge. The Arnold
Transit freight boat made a trip to
the Island Tuesday, January 19,
loaded with supplies. We continue
to hope that snow will come soon
to Mackinac. 

The Mackinac community was
saddened by the earthquake that

struck Haiti Tuesday, January 12.
It is especially troubling, because
Brother Jim Boynton, S.J. of St.
Ignace, who spent many summers
assisting at Ste. Anne’s Church on
the Island, is doing missionary
work there. He was eight hours
away from Port au Prince, but felt
the earthquake. Everyone on
Mackinac sends special greetings
to Brother Jim and pray for his
safety. A report about his experi-
ences is published in this issue of
The St. Ignace News.

We extend deepest sympathy to

the family of Lieutenant Colonel
Frank W. Allen, U.S. Air Force,
retired, age 89, who passed away
Wednesday, January 6, in Denver,
Colorado. He was a wonderful
friend of mine, who loved
Mackinac. He was married to the
late Jenny Squires of the Island,
who preceded him in death. He is
survived by his lovely wife,
Eileen, and her family of
Colorado. Frank was very close to
his nieces, Linda Belonga and Jen
Glashaw, of St. Ignace. Linda
called him every Saturday morn-

ing for 44 years and often visited
him in Colorado. Frank will be
buried at Fort Logan National
Cemetery with full military hon-
ors. He will be greatly missed by
his family and many friends on
Mackinac. 

The big 1,000-foot freighter,
William J. McCarthy, was east-
bound Tuesday, January 12, all
covered with ice. It was truly a
sight to see. I’m sure it was headed
to the Soo Locks, which closed for
the season Friday, January 15. 

Joan Barch reported Tuesday,
January 12, that Tim Leeper had
traveled 429 miles on his bicycle
trip from California to Florida and
was in Arizona. Lee Finkel report-
ed Monday, January 18, that Tim
was having a great adventure, but
was having trouble with glass on
the roads, causing flat tires. The
forecast for snow in the mountains
was also a concern for him. We
wish Tim safe travels. 

I had a wonderful call Sunday,
January 17, from my dear friends,
Dr. Joe and Thelma Solomon,
from their home in Kingsport,
Tennessee. Dr. Joe is making a
remarkable recovery from an acci-
dent he suffered late last year.
They love the Island and have
great memories of the 17 years Dr.
Joe served Mackinac as the Island
doctor. Dr. Joe will celebrate his
88th birthday Monday, February
22, so friends may remember him
with a card at the following
address: 111 Countryshire Ct.,
Kingsport, TN 37663. 

Happy birthday to Jean Craw-
ford January 12, and to her son,
Reid, who will celebrate his birth-
day January 17. Have a great day. 

The first guest of the 2010 sea-
son at the Windermere Hotel was
Kevin Leveille, head of mainte-
nance. He spends Monday through
Wednesday at the hotel. 

My friend, Gloria Davenport of
St. Ignace, will celebrate her birth-
day January 23. Have a wonderful
day. 

Island friends extend deepest
sympathy to Gordon Graham,
salesman for Cheboygan Lumber,
on the recent death of his beloved
mother, June Graham, Monday,

January 11, in Cheboygan. 
Emory Barnwell is making great

progress on building a 22-foot
Woof Picnic Launch on the coal
dock. It will truly be a beautiful
boat when he is finished. 

We are happy to report that
Clark Smith of St. Ignace, who
works at the Mackinac County
Airport, is recovering well after
undergoing major surgery Tuesday,
January 12, at University of
Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor.
Please remember him with get well
greetings. 

A very happy birthday to Bruce
LaPine and Tony Frazier January
20. Have a great day. 

There will be a spaghetti dinner
Wednesday, January 20, from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Community
Hall. Proceeds will benefit the
Stained Glass Restoration Fund at
Ste. Anne’s Church. 

The Mackinac Island Medical
Center has installed a new X-ray
machine. People are still here put-
ting the final touches on the instal-
lation. It will be a great addition to
the facility. 

Ken and Diane Neyer and Jane
Bacon spent Sunday, January 10,
on Mackinac reviewing work at the
Metiever Inn and Hart’s Haven for
the 2010 season. 

Bill Chambers of Virginia will
celebrate his birthday January 22.
Have a great day.

Margaret McIntire is enjoying
the month of January in Key West,
Florida. She will return to Mac-
kinac Tuesday, February 2. 

Richard and Jackie Bolander left
the Island Thursday, January 14, for
a three-week cruise to Hawaii. I’m
sure they will have fun in the sun. 

Happy birthday to Brian Blos-
wick January 24. Enjoy your day. 

Armand “Smi” Horn left Mac-
kinac Wednesday, January 13, to
attend a bus tour convention in
Washington, D.C. 

Happy birthday to Richard
Andress of Arizona January 19.
Richard grew up on Mackinac and
attended the Thomas W. Ferry
School. 

We send special greetings to
Marti Carey at her home in the
Detroit area. We think of you often

and look for-
ward to seeing
you on Mac-
kinac in the spring. 

Mark Chambers was going by
Easterly last week, when he
noticed that otters were living
under the barn. He continued
around the shore and watched a
large eagle swoop down on one of
the white swans gliding by the
shore. The swans just kept sailing
by. More otters are living on the
west side of the Island by the old
ski hill. Kevin Leveille was com-
ing in from the airport, when a
very large brown owl flew at him
and then went up in a tree. Several
owls have been spotted all over the
Island. It is fascinating to watch
nature on the Island. 

Gene and Jim Hagenbaugh
enjoyed a Detroit Red Wings hock-
ey game Sunday, January 17. 

Mel Hagenbaugh and Becki
Barnwell will attend the Chicago
Gift Show Friday, January 22. 

The Winter Festival will be
Saturday, February 6, and Sunday,
February 7, on Mackinac. There
will be activities for everyone. 

Best wishes to Bruce and
Carolyn Dodson of St. Ignace, who
will celebrate their wedding anni-
versary January 24. Have a won-
derful day. 

John Kissane will perform a
Valentine’s Day concert Friday,
February 12, at 8 p.m at Ste. Anne’s
Church. Refreshments will follow
in Ste. Anne’s Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend. 

Happy birthday to Janice Green
January 25, Carol Ruddle January
27, Bud Bradley of Sault Ste.
Marie January 29, and Victor
D’Arce January 30. Have a great
day. 

The Meals on Snowmobile
program is off to a great start.
Approximately 40 meals are
served every Tuesday and Thurs-
day. Kathy Andress, Dan Seeley,
and Shelly McLean are doing a
great job. Anyone who would
like to donate to this great pro-
gram may send a donation to
Nancy Marks at Ste. Anne’s
Church. 

Think snow! 

By Jeannette Doud
847-6298Mackinac Island

115 Elliott Street, St. Ignace
(906) 643-9595

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

24 Hour Emergency Service
After Hours Call 
(906) 643-0231

LICENSED
• Plumbing
• Heating

• Cooling Contractor

More than 60 years
combined experience

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Master Plumber
License #6078

PLUMBING 
HEATING  & COOLING

&  MARINE CENTER
188 N. State Street • St. Ignace • 643-6650

RE-OPENING
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 20TH

New Winter Hours:
Wed. - Fri. 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Closed Sun., Mon., Tues.

TRI-COUNTY MOTORS
(next to Post Office in Rudyard)

478-5331
Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Is Your Car 
Ready For Winter?

See the pros for...

✔ Snow Tires
✔ Anti-Freeze
✔ Mufflers

✔ Engine Heaters
✔ Tune-up
✔ Batteries


